36                        Reply to Objections II

The objection you subjoin, that the idea of God can be constructed
out of. a previous survey of corporeal thingsl, seems to be no nearer
the truth than if you should say that we have no faculty of hearing,
but have attained to a knowledge of sound from seeing colours
alone; you can imagine a greater analogy and parity between
colours and sounds than between corporeal things and God. When
you ask me to add something conducting us to [the knowledge of]
an incorporeal and spiritual entity2, I can do nothing better than
refer you back to my Second Meditation, so that you may at least
see that it is not wholly useless. For what could I achieve here in
one or two paragraphs, if the longer discourse to be found there,
designed as it were with this very matter in view, and one on which
I think I have expended as much care as on anything that I have
ever written, has been wholly unsuccessful?

There is no drawback8 in the fact that in that Meditation I
dealt only with the human mind; most readily and gladly do I
admit that the idea we have, e.g. of the Divine intellect, does not
- differ from that we have of our own, except merely as the idea of an
infinite number differs from that of a number of the second or third
power; and the same holds good of the various attributes of God,
of which we find some trace in ourselves.

But, besides this, we have in the notion of God absolute im-
mensity, simplicity, and a unity that embraces all other attributes ;
and of this idea we find no example in us : it is, as I have said
before4, like the mark of the workman imprinted on his work. By
means of this, too, we recognise that none of the particular attri-
butes which we, owing to the limitations of our minds, assign
piecemeal to God, just as we find them in ourselves, belong to
Him and to us in precisely the same sense. Also we recognise
that of various particular indefinite5 attributes of which we have
ideas, as e.g. knowledge whether indefinite or infinite, likewise
power, number, length, etc., and of various infinite attributes also,
some are contained formally in the idea of God, e.g. knowledge and
power, others only eminently, as number and length; and this
would certainly not be so if that idea were nothing else than a
figment in our minds.

If that were so it would not be so constantly conceived by all in

1 Of. Obj. ii. p. 26, 1. 13.                       2 Of. Obj. n. p. 26, 1. 18.

3  Sc. to using Med. 11. to establish the difference between God and matter.
Cf. F. V.

4  Cf. Med. m. Vol. i. p. 170, sub fin.

5  The F. Y. drops the distinction between indefinite and infinite.